. 1 c , % 


On Occaſion of their going againſt the Enemy. 


2 Chron. xxxii. 7, 8. Be Strong and Couragious, 
8 afraid, nor diſmayed for the King of 
Aſſyria, nor for "all the Aae rude + 10 5 with 
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THE 


; Duty of Gop's People 
when engaged i in War. 


N Aceh eee ung ggg 588 9 
Üñõ s = 
And Jondbida. ſaid unto the young 1 that bare 7 1 


his Armour, come and let us go over t0 the Garri- 
ſen of theſe uncircumciſed : it may be, that the | 
LORD will work for us, for there is no Refrain. 9 
o the LORD, to ſave by many, or by few. 5 | © 


S it was with the People of GOD under i. 
the Old-Teſtament Diſpenſation, ſo it is 3 
with his People now; they are ſur- 
rounded by Enemies, who are continu- 
ally plotting againſt them, and watch every Oppor- 
. tunity to lay them waſte,-- they try every Method, 
and ſometimes for holy and. wiſe Reaſons, they are — 
ermitted in ſome Meaſure to prevail. 5 1 
When this is the Caſe, it becomes the People of 4 
E GOD, to ſtir. themſelves, and uſe their utmoſt En- 
deavours, leaſt Zion, which is ſpoken againſt by 
many, ſhould fall a Prey into their Hands. They 
may Hun, engage in Wer! though the Uſe of 
6 | Arms 


. 


Fi ESR 4 ae 
Arms is not-neceffary, in order to propapate the 
_ Goſpel of CnRISr, yet, conſidering the preſent State 
of Things, they are neceſſary, in order to bring down 
the proud, encroaching Enemies of his People, and 
they have no Warrant from the Word of GOP, 
to expect that he will appear for them in any other 
May. They are to look for his Bleſſing in the Uſe 
of Means, and if they are animated to this, not only 
from a Regard to their own Safety, but from a ſeri- 
; ous Concern for the Glory of GOD, and the King- 
dom and Intereſt of his dear Son, it is a Token for 
- Good.---Happy the People who are thus diſpoſed 
and influenced; they have a rational Proſpect that 
the Loxp will be their Gop; that no Deſigns form- 
ed againſt them ſhall proſper, but that, wherein their 
Enemies deal proudly, he will make it appear, that 
he 1s above them.----This was the noble Zeal, that 
fired the Breaſt of Jonathan, and this was the Ef- 
fect of his Enterprize againſt the Philiſines. He 
- was ſollicitous for the Honour of the GOD of 1/-ael, 
and that GOD, for whoſe Glory, he was concern- 
ed, improved him as an Inſtrument, to defeat the 
Enemies of his People, and make his Name honour- 
Here it is neceſſary to look into the Context, 
; The 1ſraelites; were thrown into great Fear, by the 
vaſt Army, which. the Philiſtines had raiſed, and 
- encamped againſt them. A little before, Jonathan 
had made a Conqueft of one of their ſtrong Garri- 
ſons, * which fo.enraged the Philiſtines, that they 
at declared War, and gathered themſelves to- 
o . ä 


1 Sam. xiii. 3. 


(7) 


„ cf" 75 fight with raed thirty thouſand Chari oft, PE 
and fix thouſand Horſe-men, and People, as the Sand 
"aphich is on the Sea Shore in Multitude.---Such was 
the Effect, this had upon the T/rae/ites, that they 
bid themſelves i in Caves, and in Thickets, and in Rocks, 
and in high Places, and in Pits ; and ſome of the . 
Hebrews went over Jordan, to the Land of Gad and 
Gilead; Tome endeavoured to ſecure themſelves, _ 

| where they thought it would be moſt unlikely for 
the Enemy to find them, and others fled as far as 
they could from preſent Danger; and thoſe who 
remained with Saul in Gilgal, were in great Aſto- 
niſhment, when they ſaw ſo many betaking them- 
ſelves to Flight :---Now Jonathan was meditating, - 
what could be done for the Relief of 1/ael, and alſo 
to bring down the Spirits of the Enemy, which no 
doubt, were greatly raiſed, when they law the Ma 
elites running from them.---- _ | 
It is not unlikely, that he poured out his Soul be 
fore GOD upon this Emergency, and entreated 
him, to appear in this Mount of Difficulty And 
behold, that GOD who had juſt before ſaid, he 
would not Ferſake his People, for his great Names 
ſake,. becauſe it had pleaſed him, to make them his 
People, F now intereſts himſelf in their Caſe, and . 
Works out a glorious Deliverance, He who hath 
immediate Acceſs to the Spirits of all Men, was 
5 pleaſed i in' a wonderful Manner, to influence the 
Mind of Jonathan. — Under a noble, divine Im- 
pulſe, with a ſtrong. Faith and Confidence in the 
GOD of Wael, hes with e a young Man, that 
carried 
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3 (8) 
88 b rte abo his Armour, attempts the Dune 
1 of his People. Though the Garriſon, in which 
= the Philifiines were, ſtood upon an Eminence, and 
| + they might think themſelves out of Danger, tho“! 
mtuhey mocked Yorathan and his Companion when 
5 they made their Appearance, yet it did not in the 
| | e diſcourage them, but enkindled a greater ws, | 
YF r. 
Jionalhan, full of Zeal, Courage and Faith \ ſaid t | 
tis Armour Bearer, come up after. me, for the Lord 
bath delivered them into the Hands of Iſrael ; and 
Jonathan climbed up upon his Hands and Feet, and 
bis Armour Bearer after bim; and they fell be fore 
Jonathan, and his Armour Bearer flew after him. 
They ſoon deſtroyed about twenty Men, upon which 
there was a Trembling in the Hoſt, in the Field and © 
among the People ; % Garriſon and the Spoilers, 
they alſo trembled, and they went on beating down 
cne another. T As Mr. Henry obſerves, © there was 
e no viſible Cauſe for Fear. The Philiftines were 
numerous, bold, and advantageouſly poſted ; the 
3 « Tſraclites had fled before them, not an Enemy 
11 = made head againſt them, but Jonathan, and his | 
Man, and yet they ſhook lite a Leaf. The 
“ Conſternation was general, they all trembled, - 
'« thoſe, that had been moſt bold and forward, | 
_ « ſhared in the common. Fright.---To compleat 5 
the Confuſion, © even the Earth quaked, and made 
« them ready to fear, that it would fink under, 
e then 8 
Thus GOD's right Hand, and hs: holy Arm | 
gave Jonathan and his Attendant the Victory. 
"$4 1 Sam. xiv, 12, te 16th. . Fo This 1 
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This was the Lord's Doing, and it was eben , 
in their Eyes; and no doubt, they made a religious 
Improvenient of it. This Attempt had been ve 
raſh and criminal, had not Jonarran had aCall from 
Heaven to engage in it. GOD aſſured him he 
ſhould be Victorious ; accordingly he ventured not © 
in his own Strength, but in the Strength of the 
'LoRD : He knew that there was no Reſtraint to him 
to ſave by many or by few, that he could enable one 
to chaſe a Thouſand, and two to put ten Thouſand to 
- Flight, and therefore he would not diſtruſt the 
| Power of GOD, how IRS ſoever, the Ene- 
my might appear 
What further ſerved to animate him! in this Af. 
fair, was, that the Philiſtines were not a People in 
Covenant with GOD ; they were wncircumciſed + 
| Whereas the I/-aehtes had the Token of GOD's 
Covenant in their Fleſh ; he had made Choice of 
them, for his People, and had ſaid, he would not for- 
ale them, for his great Name's ſake ; therefore Jo- 
nathan put on Courage, and play'd the Man, firmly 
perſuaded, that GOD would be true to his Pr omile, 
and not ſuffer their Enemies to overthrow them. 
And now, it may be, ſome will ſay, What is to 
be inferred from this Part of Fonathan's Conduct? 
33 Is he herein to be conſidered as an Example for us 
„ | to follow, at the preſent Day? To which I anſwer, 
it | No, by no means. He acted under the immediate 
e | Direction of Heaven; he had a particular ſpecial 
"2 Call to g af." e this ber" 100 but for which he 
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Bnitate yet there is much lnfireciad to 50 gather- 
ed from this Story ; there are many Leſſons to be 
learnt, peculiar ly ſcaſonable, under our preſent Cir- 
cumitances. : 
I purpoſe, by divine Help, to > conſider the fol- 
JOIN: Things. 


The People of GOD are - ſometimes called to en- 


gage in War. 


When this is the Call of Pr 8 they ſhould ; 
go forth in the Fear of GOD, with an humble 
Senſe of their Dependance pen him. 7 


0 they naks this their Care, they may encourage ; 
themſelves, that 7he Lord ill work for them, that 
he, with whom it is infinitely eaſy to ſave by many on 


by Jes: will proſper them 1 in their Enterprizes. 
EF; on The People of GOD are ſometimes called | 


to engage in War. They, as well as the reſt of 
5 Mankind, a are expoſed to the Inſults and Depreda- 


tions-of Enemies. Their Relation to GOD, as his-. 
People, does not fecure-them.. It was no Security 


to the 1ſroe/ites, as we find in Fact, nor is it any 
Security to his People in theſe Days. So far indeed 
they may take Comfort in this Relation, that while 
= they walk worthy of it, GOD will be on their Side; 


put it doth not free = rg from the ill Will and AL 


| faults of Enemies. Yea, they are often fingled out, 
as the Objects of their Hatred and Scorn, and many 


Attempts are made for their Subverſion.— 5 
| =. - 


cn) 


the Duty of GOD. s People at flick a Time? Are 


they to give up all, without making any Defence? 


or, may they expect, that GOD will appear for 
them, when ey: are not in the Uſe of Means for 
their own Safety? The former is not required of 


them; the latter would be wicked and preſump- 


tuous. They are to be juſtified in ſetting up their 


Banners, and enliſting Soldiers; and 7hey are to be 


; commended. whether Officers, or: Soldiers, who, - 
_ when occaſion calls, offer themſelves 1 in the public 


Service. 


It is not ſufficient that the Peop le of God; fray 


or the Peace of Jeruſalem; 5 this is a Duty 
of great Importance and Advantage, and ſhould by 
vo means be neglected) but they ſhould be in the 
| Uſe of other Methods, as the People of 1/rael were. 
They may lawfully take up Arms and withſtand 


the Enemy ; and they may comfort themſelves with 
this Thought that they are fighting the Lord's Bat- 


tles. Chriſtianity doth not oblige them to fit ſtill, 


and tamely ſubmit themſelves a Prey. When the | 5 | 


Church of CaR1sT is in Danger, when her Enemies 
threaten her Ruin, that is the Voice of GOD to his 


People, © prepare War, wake up the mighty Men, 
let all the Men of War draw near, let them come 
forth, beat. your Plowſhares into Swords, and. your | 


- pruning Hooks into Spears; ; let the weak ſay I am 
ſtrong.” * 


I would add further here, that it is allowable for 


a Hes People of GOD, not only to ſtand in their own 
: Defence, when attacked 90 the Enemy, but if their 


; Enemies 
Wt: Joel ; Th 95 10. 


112 
Tnemies 2 are ſo ſeituated and malicioufly diſpoſed, 
that both their religious and civil Liberties, are in 
Hazard, they may lawfully march their Forces a- 
gainſt them, and perſuc them to their own  Terri- 

tories. : 
. they annoyed by he avild Boar out of the 

| W ode? Do the Savages of the Wilderneſs diſtreſs. 
them? They have a clear Call to follow them to 


their lurking Places; and eſpecially, if notwith- 


ſtanding repeated Offers and Attempts, to live 
peaceably with them, they pr ove Per fidrous and de- 


ceit ful. 


Or, Are they e expolds to Anti-chriſtian Enemies ? 
Are theſe perpetually ſchemeing to undermine 
them? Is that their Language? Let us take to 

our ſelves the Houſes of GOD in Poſſeſſion. x They 
may lawfully go ont againſt them, even to their 
ſtrong Garriſons, and if they can, put it out of their 

. Power to trouble them any more. 

_ Jonathan went over to the Enemy, he faw the 

Neceſſity of it, he knew, that if he did not, the 
Enemy would be likely to come out againſt 1/rael, 
and do much Miſchief. He went to the very Spot 

_ where they were, and diſcomfited them. Such 
Conduct as this, is agreable to the Dictates of Rea- 
ſon ; it has been the Practice of the moſt civilized 


Nations ; nay, the Lawfulneſs and Expediency of EC 


'it, may be argued from the Practice of GOD 8 


People of old, as we have it recorded”! in the ſacred 
Soriptures. 


Sometimes the Caſe is ſo, with the People of 


GOD, that they cannot enjoy any Peace, while 
+ ORE. bexxili. 5 | their 


(nn) 


their Enernies are ſuffered to be 10 near their R 


N 


fm the 885 bf GOD, and the N at 
Heart, they may be encouraged, that he will {mile | 


upon theic Endeavours for this End. 


A Concern for the Honour of GOD and Reli- 
gion, was the noble Principle, that influenced the 
Minds of many, who were engaged in the late 7m- 


portant and memorable Expedition againſt Loui ſbourg. 
The Fire of Love to GOD, burnt in their Breaſts, 
their Zeal for his Houſe, edged them on, and ſup- 
ported them under amazing Difficulties, and GOD 
was pleaſed to own and ſucceed them This fame. 


Principle, I would hope, is ſtirring in many, who 


are gone, and going upon the important Enterprize 
now on Foot. Could we ſee more of this, we 
might encourage ourſelves yet more ; let us be 


thankful for what we have ſeen and heard, and ; 
be animated to pray, that the ſame Concern may 


glow in every Heart. 


1 pats on to the ſecond Thing propoſed, 


Secondly. When the People of GOD, are called 
to engage in War, they ſhould go forth in the Fear 


of GOD, and with an ande Senſe of their De- 
: pendance upon him. The LogD can work for them, 

and it may be, he will; but then they muſt take 
Care, in what Temper they proceed: This is a 


Matter, that nearly concerns them, and therefore 


worthy 
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worthy of their ſerious Attention. The whole Bo- 
dy of the People, at ſuch a Time, ſhould be ſollici- 
tous what Frame they are in; if no Regard at all, 
or but very little is paid to the Almighty, if they 

| truſt to their own Policy, Numbers and Strength, 
there is nothing more likely, than that. GOD will 
_ diſappoint them. This is much more diſh pleaſin g to 
him, in them, than it would be in their Enemies, in- 
aſmuch as they are better inſtructed, and 1 LR in 
Time. paſt, evidently ſeen the Hand of . GOD, in 
the Salvations he hath afforded them. 

Having made Preparations for War, they Mould 

look up to GOD, whoſe Providence. is concerned 
in all Events. They ſhould eye him as the ſu- 
preme and BI pet Diſpoſer of all Things, and 
commit their Cauſe to him. If he denies his Pre- 
ſence, all their Deſigns will be defeated. They 
ſhould look to the Lord ftirong and mighty, the Lord 
mighty in Battle. That Prayer well becomes them, 
1f thy Preſence go not with our Brethren, carry 
them not hence. * They ſhould humbly rely on his 
almighty Arm, praying, that he would interpoſe in 
every Danger, t that he would reſtrain their Ene- 
mies, and lead their Brethren on to Victory | 
and Triumph. They ſhould unite not only in 


public Prayers, but ſpread their Caſe before GOD : 


in their Families and Cloſets. They ſhould en- 


deavour to feel for their Brethren. They ſhould 


ſeriouſly weigh the Matter, that they may have 
ſome Senſe of the Wants and Dangers, to!which 


; hey may be expoſed, bath before, and when en- 


gaged 


12 Exod. xxxili. 15. 


i 


gaged with the Enemy, and how neceſſiry it is, in 
order to their obtaining a Conqueſt, that GOD 
ſhould be with them. They will, doubtleſs have 
many Difficulties to encounter ; ſome of them we 
may foreſee, there may be others ſtill, that we know 
nothing of ; the People of GOD therefore inſtead 
of boaſting and aſſuring themſelves of Victory, 
ſhould look to the Lord, of Hoſts, and continue in 
Prayer, for thoſe who are jeoparding their Lives in 
the Woods and high Places of the Field, that they 
may not be afraid for the Terror by Night, nor for 
the Arrow that flieth by Day; that GOD would 
cover their Heads in the Day of Battle, and cauje” 
_ them that hate them to floe or fall vefore them. 
In this Way, they ſhould ca/? all 7heir Cares pon 
GOD, humbly reſigning rhenſelves and their Bre- 
thren to him. 
It muſt not be forpytteir' "IO that while PE 
People of GOD, are thus manifeſting their Concern 
for their Brethren, and putting their T ruſt in him, 
for Succeſs; they ſhould be careful to carry on the 
Spiritual Warfare at home. If they are not fight- 
ing againtt their Luſts, they cannot expect that Gon 
will fight againſt their Enemies. Their Depen- 
dance 1 upon "him, is preſumptuous and wicked, if 
they don't br ente their Covenant with Sin, and ex- 
ert themſelves in the Mortification of it. They 
ſhould declare War againſt their Corruptions, fron 
| whence come Wars and Fightings, and reſolve by the 
Grace of GOD, that they will no longer have Fel. 
lowſhib with them. The more ſollicitous they are 
alter this ſort, the more Reaſon they have to hope, 


that | 


ö : 
| 


( 16 


that GOD will ſubdae thoſe that rife up 3 them. 


This is the D of GOD' s People when called to 
War, 


But is this all, ſome may ſay J Is it ſiffivient that 


they raiſe Armies, and ſend them out againſt the 

Enemy ? ls it ſufficient that they are daily com- 

mitting them to GOD, leaving the Event with him, 
and cleanfing themſelves from their cπ]]π Iniquities. 
I anſwer No, It is of great Importance that they 
who go out to War, ſhould engage in this Service 
in a ſerious Temper. Indeed, it cannot be denied, | 

but GOD may give Succeſs to a wicked Army; 
but all muſt allow, that the Proſpect of Victory, is 
much more likely, when Officers and Soldiers ſet 

out. under, and are actuated from religious Princi- 


ples. It is an happy Omen; when Perſons of this 


Character, offer themſelves, happy for them, and 


happy for the People they live among; we would 


Hope, it is the Character of many, who upon the 


preſent Emergency have enliſted themſelves in the 
Service of their Country. What their Duty is, it 


may not be amiſs to conſider, under this Head of 
. eſpecially as there are ſome preſent in this 
Aſſembly, going to our Bretbren already encamped, 


upon whom under GOD, we depend for the Succeſs 


of this People, againſt their encroaching Enemies. 
Theif Duty is as follows-—— | 


They ſhould ſet out in the Fear of GOD. Levity 


9 e or Behaviour, ill becomes the Soldier . 


at any Time, and eſpecially when they are going 


into the Field of Battle. It diſcovers, that they have 
not a regen Senſe of the divine Being, and cannot 


but 


TIFF: 


but be diſpleaſing to him. They Would remem- 
ber, that GOD's Eye is upon them, that he is per- 
fectly acquainted with the Views that govern them. 


Ile knows whether they have any Regard for him 
in their Minds, whether they have any Concern to 
"obtain his Preſence. They ſhould acknowledge him 


in all their ways. Senſible that the way of Man, is 
not in himſelf, that it is not in Man, that walketh, 
lo direct his own Steps, they ſhould look to GOD 
for Light and Direction. Hei is the Father of 7 
and hath ſaid, if any lach Wiſdom, let him aſe it 
/ GOD, who giveth unto all Men liberally and up- 
- braideth them not, and it ſhall be given him. x 
And as the Perſons, of whom we are ſpeaking, 
not only ſtand in need of Wiſdom fron above, but 
of the Care and Protection of Providence, they 
ſhould earneſtly beg of GOD, that he would be their 
Defence, that he would preſerve them from all Ewils, 
and. appoint Salvation for Walls and Bukvarks. 
Surely, They who are going into the midſt of 
Dangers, ſhould be Men f Prayer; they ſhould 
not dare to neglect it, leaſt GOD ſhould be pro- 
voked to cut them off.— They ſhould be further 
| Jollicitous that they may be in a State of Favour and 
Friendſhip with their Maker. 
They ſhould acquaint themſelves with GOD and 
be at Bones, There is an awful Controverſy ſub- 
ſiſting between GOD and Man; and it is of the 
laſt Importance, that the Grounds of it, be remo- 
ved; till then, GOD is our Adverſary. This 
ſhould come with Week 9 55 the Minds of all, 


| and 
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As certathly it ſhoutd impreſs thoſe who are called : 
into the Field of War.---It ſtands them in Stead, . 
in a peculiar Manner, to fee to it, that the Princy+- 
ple of Enmity within them, be deſtroyed, that they 
renounce their Luſts, and al. other Lords that have 
bad Dominion over them, and now mate Mention of 
bis Name, and of bis only. They ſhould look to-. 
him to pardon their paſt Rebellions, and become 
reconciled to them. Should GOD grant this Fa- 
vour, and give them the. Senſe of it, this would 
afford unſpeakable Solace in the Day of Battle; it 
would help to eſtabliſh their Minds in the midſt - 
of the confuſed. Noiſe of the Warriors, and, when 
Garments: rolled in Blood may le before them. 
Io proceed, | 
They that are engaged i in War, ſhould. go forth 5 
with an humble Senſe of their De endance upon 
GOD.. They ſhould rely on him for Reſolution; 
It is GOD, that giveth Strength to ibem who turn. 
- the Battle to the Gale. If he pleaſeth, he can take. 
away their Courage, he can eafily unhinge their 
Spirits, and make them tremble as the : Phuliftines 
did. Many Battles have been loſt by ſuch a Re- 
2 buke of Heaven. Thus we read of the Mruelites, | 
whom Yo/bua ſent againſt the Men of Ai. Te „ 
Hearts f the People melted, and they became ws Va. 
ter. + Juſt before, they had a great Flow of Spi- 
rits; hey were ſo faſked with the Victory, they 
had abtaſned over Fericho, that they were really to 
think, they could accompliſſi almoſt any thing. 
But how is the Caſe. now ? What becomes of 
heir Gs and. Reſolution ?. This ſhould. teach 


2 Joſh. vi. 5. 5 Fo che 
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"the Soldier not to boaſt in his own Strength, but to 


look to GOD, from whom cometh every good Gift, 
that he would endue them with true Magnanimity 


andFirmneſs of Mind ; that he would uphold their 


Faith in him, and not ſuffer them 7 fear with 
Amazement. If GOD is thus preſent with the 


z Armies of his People, they ſhall do great Things 
and wonderful, He will enable them to ſmile upon 
Danger, and meet the enraged Enemy with in- 


trepid Courage. 
As they ſhould look to him for Reſolution, ſo 


they ſhould for Succeſs. The moſt puiſſant Gene- 


rals, the braveſt Soldiers, may be overcome, and 
they certainly will, if GOD is not on their Sidt. 


If he denies his Preſence, their Striving for the 


Maſtery, will avail nothing; let them fight ever fo 
valiantly, it will be no better than beating the Air. 


But if GOD goes with them, if their Faith is built 


upon his almighty Power, they need not fear; 
through this divine Principle, they ſhall ſubdue 


- Kingdoms, obtain Promiſes, ſtop the Mouths of Lions, 


and quench the Violence of Fire. They ſhall eſcape 
the Edge of the Sword, out of Weakneſs, they ſhall 
be made Strong, they ſball wax valiant in Fal. 


| and turn to Heir the Armies of Fe Aliens. 
Thirdly. When it is the Concern of a People 


ET in War, to go out againſt their Enemies, in 


the Fear of GOD, with an humble Senſe of their 
W upon Reg they have Encouragement 
to hope, that the LoRD "will work for them; that 


be, with whom it is infinitely ealy to fave by * 


* Heb. zi. 33, 34. 


heir Faith, that they are the - People of GOD:. They 


or by few, will Poser them in their Enterprizes. 
The GOD of Armies indeed does not fay to them, 
as he did to his People of old, Iwill deliver your 


Enemies into your Hands; yet, if their Temper is : 
ſuch as hath been deſcribed, they have abundant 
Reaſon to conclude, that Succeſs ſhall attend them: 


---Here I take it for granted, that the War in 


which they are engaged, is /awful ; otherwiſe I 


{ſhould not dare to ſpeak in this Manner. It is en- 


tirely conſiſtent with Reaſon and Revelation, that 


when, as a People, they are injured and oppreſſed, 
when every Thing near and dear to them, is threat 


ned; they ſhould endeavour to right themſelves, 
and not only fo, but do what they can, to prevent 
Eneroachments for the Time to come. This, I 
think, may be eaſily granted, and if it is, they are 
to be juſtified in all their martial Preparations for 
this Purpoſe. It is not only allowable, but _ 


And now, if it is the Concern of a People, i 


the midſt of their military Engagements, that GOD 1 


may be with them; if they are ſenſible that 2%. 


out him, they can do nothing; that the Race is not to 
the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong ; if they are 


perſwaded that Viclory is of the Lord, and they are 


truſting to his Strength in the Uſe: of Means; 
What is the Conſequence to be drawn from hence? 


Is it not, that fuch a Temper is pleaſing to GOD, 
and that they may rely on him for Succeſs ? T his 
is certain, if any may hope for a Bleſſing, they may. 
But this is not all the Encouragement ſuch a Peo- _ 
ple may take. There is this, further to, ſtrengthen 


are 
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are the Profeſſors of his Name and Religion, they 


have taken upon them the Badge of his Servants, 
and therefore he will put Honour upon them. Tho' 


they may by neglecting to do their firſt Works, and 


forgetting their firſt Love, provoke him to correct 


them with the Sword; yet if they humble themſelves | 


under his Hand, if they turn to him that is ſmiting 


them, and ſeek the Lord of Hoſts ; if they acknow- 


ledge their Dependance upon him, and implore his 


Preſence, from a tender Concern for his Honor, 


they may with Confidence go forth to Wat, and 
truſt in his Covenant Care and Faithſulneſs fer a 
Bleſfing. He will not caſt off his People who ac- 


knowledge him in their Proceedings; and engage 


in his Strength and Fear. He graciouſly remembers 
them, the Kindneſs of their Youth, the Love of their 
E/ pouſals, when their Fathers went aſter him in the 
22 in @ Land that was-not fowon. . 


Another Ground of Encouragement, is, that their 
Enemies are the Aꝝgreſſors, and not only Enemies 


to them, but to the Sie GOD, the Lord Jesvs 


CHRIST and. bis Religion: They have taken Counſel 
againſt them, upon unwarrantable Grounds ; and 
therefore they may hope, that GOD will check and 


bring down their Pride. May they not be encou- 
raged, that he will ride upon the Heavens for their 
Help, and in his Excellency upon the: Skies, to mani- 
feſt the Honour of his Name. Their Enemies are 
not a People in Covenant with GOD, they are A 


liens from GOD, and Strangers to the Covenant of 


Promiſe. They have this black Mark upon them, 


chat they NN the Book of the Covenant, che | 


1 Jer. ii. 2. Hay 
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Holy Seripturts 3 ; their main Drift i is to overthrow 
the Cauſe of CurisT ; And ſhall they prevail? 
Will GOD ſuffer them to accompliſh their Deſigns? 
No, he will not. His Church is too dear to him, 
to permit theſe Sons of Violence, theſe proud Oppreſ 


fors, to make a Prey of her. They may endeavour 


to ſubvert the Foundation; but his People may 


withſtand them, with Hopes of Succeſs; with the 


full Aſſurance that GOD will not ſuffer his Faith. 
Fulneſs to fail; that, though their Enemies: may take 

Counſel together, they ſhall be broken to pieces, and 

their Devices come to nought. © The Lord of Hoſts is 
with them, the GOD of Jacob 1s their Retuge. 


It remains now to apply this Diſcourſe. _ 
Firſt. We may infer from what we. have heard, 


that wwe in This Land, have a clear Call to go out to 
War. The Perfidiouſutſs of France, the Deceit 
and Crnelty of our Indian Neighbours, the: Violations 
, ſolemn Treaties, they have both, been guilty of, 
- are a ſufficient Vindication of thoſe Meaſures, w hich 
' theſe American Britiſh Colonies are purſuing. It 
is too plain to be denied, that the _ former, have 
made illegal Encroachments upon us. This, with 
the great Number of Forces, they have for ſome 
Time paſt, been tranſporting into theſe American 
Regions, and their Plan of Operation, which, it is 
- aid, hath fallen into our Hands, is enough to con- 
- vince us, of the Unrighteouſneſs of their Proceed- 


ings, and the Juſtneſs of our own Cauſe. As to 


the latter, (our Indian Enemies) it is equally mani- 
feſt, that they have over- reached the Line, and treſ- 
5 ow upon iy: Bounds of Equity and Juſtice. 


What | 


— 
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What Deſtrudtion, have they made upon 'our Bor- 
ders, from Time to Time, even from the firſt Set- 


tlement of Neio- England How many have been 


carried into a doleful Captivity ? How much inno- 


cent Blood, hath been ſhed? May we not with 


Propriety, adopt the Language of the Pfalmiſt ? O 


God, the Heathen are come into thine Inheritance ; 


the holy Temple have they defiled ; they have laid Je- 
15 ere on Heaps. The dead Bodies of thy Servants, 


have they given to be Meat unto the Fouls of the 


Heaven, and the Fleſh of the Saints, unto the Beaſts 
of the Earth. Their Blood have they ſhed, ike Water 
round about Jeruſalem, and there was none to bury 
them. Have they not taten off our little ones and 


| daſhed them againſt the Stones? Shall not GOD wijit 


for theſe Things ? Shall not his Soul be avenged, on 


ſuch ee Enemies as theſe ? © 


- "Shall-wo ll Shall our Arms lis by dag 
lected, when ſuch unparalled Wickedneſs 1 3 ä 


committed ? and when our Enemies are threatning 


to act the ſame bloody Scene over agan? GOD 


forbid. Bleſſed be his ee for that noble, martial 


Spirit, he hath ſtirred up in hs and the nei gh .. 


ung Provinces. We reſpect the Names of thaſe, 
Who are gone and going forth in therr Country's 


Cauſe. We wiſh them a Bleſſmg this Day out of 
the Houfe of the Lord. I can't but hape, our preſent - 


Preparations, are pleaſing, in the Sight of Heaven, 


of Nortb-America,. and that he will appear to pro- 


teck us. Me wall rejoice in thy Saluation, aud in 


} ae Name of our GA; We. wail for ag ter Banners. 
bal. bxixe 1, 2, „ 5 Seconaly,- 
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Secondly We learn what our Duty i is, af this Des. 


We mult go forth in the Name, in the Stren 
and Fear of the Lok p. The Juſtneſs of our Cauſe, 


will not excuſe us, if we neglect his. GOD will 


| puniſh thoſe, who do not realize their Dependance 
upon him, and give him Glory, as the GOD of Sal- 


vation. Let us not dare to preſume in our own 


Strength. GOD hath ſhewn us the Vanity of this, : 


in the inglorious Defeat of our Forces at the Ohio. 


They were ready to boaſt themſelves, as though no- 


thing oould move them, and doubtleſs many among 


us, were inclined to join in Sentiment with them. hi 
But in what a remarkable Manner, did a ſovereign 5 
600 diſappoint their and our Expectations! Me be- 


came a Reproach to our Neighbours, a Scorn, and De- 
riſion to them, that are round about us. This Frown 
ſhould be borne in Mind, to humble and teach us, 
where our Help lies. Let us not truſt in our own 


Arms, nor to our own Bow, While . ſome truſt in 
' . Chariots, and ſome in "Horſes, let us remember the 
Name of the LoxD our GOD. Let us endeavour _ 
to realize the over-ruling Agency of Heaven in all 
human Affairs, and have our Eyes up unto GOD 
for Direction. Let us not neglect Prayer at ſuch a 
critical Seaſon as this. The peculiar Aſpects of Pro- 


vidence, call for our earneſt, and conſtant Supplica- 


tions at the Throne of Grace. Let us pray that a 

Spirit of Prayer, may be more abundantly poured 
out upon us. It is to be wiſhed, that the laudable 
Practice of Praying at the Heads of e Re- 
giments, or Companies, a Cuſtom, 


at once pre- 


; vailed among us to the ory of our New-England 
Arms, 


ſence with our General Officers, that in all their 
— Conſultations, they may be influenced by him, who 
is the wonderful Counſellor, who giveth Counſel a 


(ag) 


Arms, might be revived. How much more com- 


fortable would the Proſpects of GOD's People be, 
when their Forces are gone forth to War, were 
they aſſured, that every Day, they were commended 
to the GOD of Armies, for his Smiles, by thoſe, 

| who reſpectively lead them. What an Encourage- 

ment would this be to the Faith and Prayers of thoſe 

who tarry at Home, and how much Sin might 

hereby be prevented in the Camp? A praying Peo- 


ple, a praying Army, are peculiarly pleaſing to Gop, 


the Spirits of ſuch, are in the leaſt Danger of being 
daunted; they are the moſt likely to behave with | 
Valor, and drive their Foes before them. We have 

made great Preparations, there is by far, a greater 
Number of Men under Arms, on this Continent than 


was ever known before; but let us not depend up- 


| on theſe ; they are but Men, they are but ſecond. 


Cauſes, and can do nothing, but what they are ſpi- 


rited to do, by GOD who is the grand g Cauſe. | 
Let us pour out our Souls before him, and intreat 
5 his Favor, that he would take our Forces under his 


Protection and Conduct. Let us pray for his Pre- 


4.” 


Strength for War. Let us pray for all our Brethren) | 


inliſted under them, that divine Reſtraints may be 
laid upon their Luſts, that they may be inſpired 


with true Courage, and not be afraid to look the 


Enemy in the Face; that he would teach their 


Hands to war and their Bi ngers to fight ; that he 


| "ala defend them 1 in the Heat of Action, that 


5 | e they 
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they may maintain the Field, and come off Con- 
querers. And while the Hoſt is gone forth to War, 
let us keep our ſelves from every wicked Thing. 
Thirdly, We learn to whom to give the Praiſe, 
when our Arms are crowned withSuccefs. It is Go 
that leads on to Victory, and therefore the Glory of 
it, is at all Times due to him. We in this Land, 
have a loud Call to ſhout forth the Praiſes of the 
Almighty. It hath for ſome Time paſt been a Day 
of Darkneſs, a Seaſon of doubtful Expectation wit 
us. We have ſent out our Forces to one Place and 2 
another, againſt a powerful, politic Enemy ; they: 
no ſooner left us, but the Hearts of many quaked | 
for Fear. But how ſignally hath GOD appeared 
What abundant Reafon have we to extol his Name?. 
Our Brethren who firſt went from us, GOD was 
pleaſed to ſucceed in a ſurprizing manner. We 
ought to take particular Notice of this remarkable 
Providence. Our Enemies were not apprized of 
our Schemes, till they ſaw our Brethren advancing 
towards them. Their Fortreſſes were ſoon and ca- 
fily conquered, and with ſcarce the Loſs of any 
Ke. - Should we be wanting in our Praifes upon 
this Occaſion, even our Enemies might cry ont 
Share upon us, and we might well think that 
609 0 be greatly provoked. Let us call up- 
on our Souls, and all that is within us to blefs bis 
Name. Let us praife him for what he did for and 
by our Brethren ; and let us take into thankful _ | 
fideration, his Goodneſs in ſending an Engliſh Fleet 
into theſe-Seas at ſuch a oritical Seaſon, when a 
endl French . — = 
1 2 


Haken poſſeſſion of Neva-Scotia before this Time, 
had it not been for this Interpoſition of Heaven. 
Praiſe the Lord all ye People, give bim the Glory. 
% V 
hut is this all, we have to praiſe him for this 
Day. Methinks, I hear one and another, ſaying, 
no. The Lord hath done greater Things for us 
ſtill.— This leads me to that more aſtoniſhing Vic- 
| tory, the joyful Tidings of which, we received 
the laſt Week. A Victory, equal to which was 
never known in this Part of the World, and ob- 
_ tained by as warm an Action, as was ever engaged 
in here. Our Enemies fluſhed with their Succeſs 
at the Southward, no doubt returned with high 
Spirits, and promiſed themſelves that they had 
ſtruck the main Stroke. Their Ardor was inkind» 
led to a great Pitch, and it is not improbable, but 
our Forces, upon hearing of the Southern Defeat, 
and ſeeing the high Spirits of the Enemy, were 
under more fearful Apprehenſions than they other- 
wiſe would have been. Our Enemies had a great 
Advantage; In a human View, Things looked 
very doubtful; and it is not to be wondred at, f 


a 


many were afraid, what Tidings they ſhould heaps 
But now, the Lord of Hoſts the GOD of our. Fathers, 

ſteps in with his powerful Aſſiſtance. He fortified 
the Minds of our Brethren, and prepared them for 
the Onſet; they received the Enemy with Courage, 


and play d the Man. The Enemy who juſt beforg * t 


ſaid, 1 207010 purſue, 4 will over take, 1 will divide 
the Spoil, my Luft ſhall be ſatisfied upon them, I will 
draw my Sword, my Hand ſhall defiroy them, nay 
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fall in \ Battle « or betake themſelves to Flight. 7 2 
right Hand O Lord is become glorious in Power, 
thy right Hand O Lord hath daſhed in pieces the E- 
nemy, and in the Greatneſs of thine Excellency thou 
haſt overthrown them that roſe up againſt us; thou 
diaſt ſend forth thy Wrath, which conſumed them as 
Stubble. Thine is the Greatneſs the * . and 5 

the Majeſty. | 

Glory be to GOD, we were 1 with welt 
Commanders, and ſuch brave and active Soldiers, 
that he was with them one and all, and brought 
to paſs ſuch great Things. Let us all agree in this, 

to magnify the Lord, and exalt his Name together. 

Ibis, he juſtly demands of us. Let us expreſs our 

Gratitude in a right manner, the moſt acceptable 
Way, is, by our obedient Lives. 

I am ſenſible, it is here neceſſary, IT ſhould add 
a Word of Caution, which is this, Rejorce avith 
* rembling. g. We have abundant matter for Praiſe, 
but let us er” the Enemy is not yet driven 
out of the Field. The Canaanites are ſtill in the 
Land, and if we do not ſuitably improve this Smile 
of Providence, GOD may be provoked to ſhift. the 


n S, and fill our Hearts with Sadneſs. 


Hurtbiy. From what we have heard, we may : 
gather ſomething to ſtrengthen our Faith, in the 
preſent Seaſon of Confuſion and War, and that is, 
that our Enemies now come. out againſt us, are the 

Enemies of the Son o GOD, and of 55 Cauſe. 

They plainly diſcover themſelves to. be a Branch 
of © Antichriſtiau Romiſh Church, ſpoken of in 
in the Book of the Revelation 3 * the Downfall of 


WL Nr. xvii. 5, 6. | | Which 
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which, is clearly foretold. How mould this con- 


firm our Faith, excite our Endeavours, and animate 
our Prayers. Let us not be Faithleſs, but Believ- 


ing. Neither the Powers of Earth or Hell hall 
prevail ; He, that bath ſet his King upon his holy 


Hill of Zion, can laugh at them, and have them in | 


| Derifion. Let us go committing our Brethren to 


the Care of Heaven, and praying, that they may be 


the happy Inſtruments of delivering that Part of 
GOD's Zion which is founded in Anericu. EN 


1 thould now cloſs this Diſcourſe: but 1 muſt not, 
I cannot do it, without ſpeaking a Word to our Bre- 


thren in this Aſſembly, who are going from us in- 
to the Field of War. ES 


My dear Fri ende, I i tee this O 
portunity to give you ſome ſerious Advice, before 
you depart hence. I pretend not, to inſtruct you in 


the Uſe of Arms; was I qualified for it; it comes 


not within my Province. What Thave to offer, is 
of a religious Nature; give me Leave to ſpeak fret 


ly to you, and may it ſink deep into your Hearts 
You are going upon an important Enterpriſe, =) „ 
xe is with - 
you. If you have not the Fear of GOD'b a. 
your Eyes, if you are yet in your Sing, and have no 


it becomes you to examine how the C 


Concern to obtain the Favor of GOD. ; your” 


pectations of his Preſence with you, cannot be w 8 1 . 
grounded. Fly to the Blood of. CHRIST, that the 3 
pardoning Virtue of it may be applied to your Souls, 


: before you leave us. Fray for che ſanctifyin g In- 
fluences 
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fluences of the HoLy- SPin1T, that a ſaving Change 
may be wrought in you. Think of this, beſecHh : 
you, as a Matter of the laſt Concernment, upon 
which your eternal Happineſs, or Miſery may de- 
pend.--- As you proceed in your Journey from us, 
let me prevail upon you, to be often looking to 
GOD ; eye him in every Step you take ; dare not 
to omit one Day, without committing your ſelves 
to him, both Soul and Body; this you may do, as 
you ate travelling along, and if you are careful to 
pPßperform it, you may hope, that GOD will attend to 
=—_ wm Prayers, and not forſake you, 


| We exhort you, we cha dhe. you, to W this 7 
RD YOUR GOD, | 


great and fearful Name, 1 HEI 
Remember, that he wi not hold them Guilt], eſs, that 
tale bis Name in vain. ; guard againſt a prophane 
Lemper, and let no * Communication proceed 
* cent of your Mouths, La aſide every Weight, and 
| be Sin that moſt eafily WA you, looking unto JESUS, 
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3 42. Captain of your Salvation. Keep yourſelves from 

i | | : 8 # | * Gur, ſed Thing, leaſt you ſhould: turn Out 

ö 3 '$ 5 Achans'in the Camp. It is nat for you, or me to 13 
= , what. Service GOD may call you to ; the Ha- | 
| B 1 xards LS vou may be expoſed, are at preſent. I 
| | )  Aankwven 'FE 60 D only is acquainted with this; 

1 e o arſelves to meet him, both in a Way of 
=. Judgment. Should you engage in Bat- 

1 ung aud very Cauragious. If GOD is on 


- Side, more is with you, than can be with your 
: Enemies with them Would be an Arm of Fleſh, but 
ou Word. be the rm of the ha GOD. Say 


E 


* 


ls "Oh ) 
of” the Lonp, 51 is my Refuge, and my Portrgſs, my 


GOD, in him will Itruſt. May he cover you with | 
65 Featbers, and be your Shield and Bucher. hs 55 bi 


ä i. q 
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60D of his jofinke Mercy grant, that we may : 
ſee you again in Peace, and have an Opportunity to 
rejoice with you. Or, if he ſhould order other- 
wiſe, ſhould any of you fall by the Sword, the LoxD 
- -Jesvs receive your Spirits: May they be tranſlated 
from the Field of Battle, to the World of . g 
and Bleſſedneſs above. May you be found in that | 


happy Number who ſhall at laſt and before the _ ; 4 
Throne and the Lamb, clothed with white Robes, and © \ 
Palms in their Ha Finally, Brethren, farewell, 1 


The Lok p be with Yo 1, and proſper you ; and let 
all the People ſa y, AMEN. = 
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